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R. Adron Harris, Ph.D., University of Texas at Austin – Dr. 

Harris is the M. June and J. Virgil Waggoner Chair in 

Molecular Biology, Director of the Waggoner Center for 

Alcohol and Addiction Research, and he has been Director 

of the Training Program in Interdisciplinary Neuroscience 

at UT Austin since 2004.  Thirty-four faculty participate in 

this pre-doctoral training program, now in year 13, with 

research interests ranging from the molecular, biochemical, 

physiological and electrophysiological, to the behavioral 

and computational. His own research is on the molecular 

sites of alcohol action in the brain, and molecular changes 

responsible for alcohol dependence, for which he has 

received numerous awards, including the VA Alcoholism 

Research Award, the Research Society on Alcoholism Distinguished Researcher Award, the 

international Jellinek Memorial Award, and a Lifetime Achievement Award from the Texas 

Research Society on Alcoholism. Dr. Harris has been President of the Research Society on 

Alcoholism, and the International Society for Biomedical Research on Alcoholism, and served on 

the National Advisory Council on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism. Dr. Harris currently serves as 

director of the INIA Consortium overseeing 13 research projects across the country where the 

primary objective is to identify drugs for alcohol addiction that are in late-phase clinical trials or 

have existing FDA approval for other purposes. 
 


