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A note About this Conference/Session
• The purpose of this conference/session is to 

provide an opportunity for State education 
agency (SEA) staff to interact and engage with 
relevant experts and other SEA staff about 
alternate assessment participation.

• The observations and opinions of the session  
presenters are their own.
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Monitoring AA-AAAS Participation 
Rates Agenda

12:45-12:50
1:00-1:20
1:20-1:55

1:55-2:00

Introduction
National Survey on Monitoring Processes
State Monitoring Practices: Kansas, Ohio, 
and Arkansas
Questions
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Objectives
● To learn federal regulations
● To learn results of a national survey 

about monitoring practices
● To explore how Kansas, Ohio, 

Arkansas, and Oregon approach 
monitoring
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State Approaches to Monitoring
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Federal Requirements
● SEAs must require LEAs that assesses more than 1% of 

its assessed students in any subject with an AA-AAAS to 
submit information to the State justifying the need to 
exceed the 1.0 percent threshold. SEAs must provide 
appropriate oversight of each LEA that is required to 
submit such a justification.

● SEAs that apply for a waiver must include assurances 
that it has verified that each LEA that the State 
anticipates will assess more than 1% of its assessed 
students in any subject using an AA-AAAS followed the 
State’s guidelines for participation in the AA-AAAS.
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34 CFR § 200.6*
(d) State guidelines for students with the most significant 
cognitive disabilities. If a State adopts alternate academic 
achievement standards for students with the most significant 
cognitive disabilities and administers an alternate assessment 
aligned with those standards, the State must -

(1) Establish, consistent with section 612(a)(16)(C) of the 
IDEA, and monitor implementation of clear and appropriate 
guidelines for IEP teams to apply in determining, on a 
case-by-case basis, which students with the most 
significant cognitive disabilities will be assessed based on 
alternate academic achievement standards.
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*Implementing regulations for State assessments for Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) Section 1111(b).
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34 CFR § 300.320 (a) (6)*
If the IEP Team determines that the child must take 
an alternate assessment instead of a particular 
regular state or district-wide assessment of student 
achievement, the child’s IEP must include a 
statement of why 
● the child cannot participate in the regular 

assessment;
● and the particular alternate assessment selected 

is appropriate for the child
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* Implementing regulations for the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)
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Overview of Monitoring Survey
● Survey sent in 2021
● 34 states responded
● 14 questions
● 10 said they do not monitor
● 2 yes did not complete the survey
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Who Reviews IEPs for 
Participation Decisions
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Students Targeted for 
Participation Monitoring
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Sampling Approaches for 
Monitoring
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Location of IEP Review
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When Review Takes 
Place
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Format of Reviewed IEPs
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Tools Used to Review IEPs
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Public Availability of IEP 
Monitoring Tool
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Evidence States Look for When 
Reviewing IEPs
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Documentation States Examine in 
Addition to IEP
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Actions Taken When Insufficient 
Evidence
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Other Themes that Emerged
1. No single right way
2. Evolving nature of the process
3. Respondents wanted to provide additional 

information about their monitoring practices
4. Respondents wanted to elaborate on their 

differentiated tiered framework of technical 
assistance
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Kansas: 1% Participation Rate
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SY
2021-2022

SY
2020-2021

SY
2019-2020

SY
2018-2019

SY
2017-2018

Subject
Area

.94%.85%NA1.15%1.14%ELA

.94%.84%NA1.15%1.16%Math

.87%.77%NA1.07%Less than 
1.0%

Science
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Kansas: 1% Plan and Waivers
● June 2019 – letter from USDOE 
○ ELA 1.14% Math 1.16% 

● August 2019 – submitted first 1% Threshold Waiver 
Request

● June 2020 and June 2021 1% Threshold Waiver 
Extension

● 2022 – KS is under the 1% threshold
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Kansas: DLM Justifications
Data we provide:
● Number and percentage of 

students per subject
● Disability categories taking the 

DLM
● Participation by subject subgroup

○ Disproportionality using risk 
ratio

● Percentage of students 
performing at target or advanced 
on the DLM by subject
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Requirements of the district:
● Explain how they will address any 

disproportionality
● Narrative that includes the data types and 

processes that the IEP teams utilize to 
qualify students for the AA

● District’s next steps to ensure that 
annually the appropriate test is 
administered to each student

● Whether the district needs additional 
training

● Whether the district anticipates testing 
over 1% during the current school year

● DLM assurances
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Kansas: Data Displays
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Kansas: Disproportionality – Risk 
Ratio Data
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Kansas: 1% Monitoring
2019 red flag data based 
on the DLM first contact 
survey
● Primary disability
● Placement
● Reading level with 

comprehension
● Computation skills
● Writing skills
● Performance on DLM

29

2022 red flag data based 
on DLM first contact survey
● Primary disability (SLD, 

ED, SL)
● Reading level with 

comprehension
● Computation skills
● Writing skills
DLM Red Flags Fact Sheet
(PDF)
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Kansas: 3 Levels of Technical 
Support
Universal
● Online training and tools available for all districts; justifications and 

assurances required
Targeted Technical Assistance
● Required DLM training, review of what the district’s data shows; 

student information sheets completed and submitted; development 
of a plan, possible DLM test observations; justifications and 
assurances required

Intensive Technical Assistance
● Requirements of Targeted TA plus onsite folder review
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Kansas: Student Information Sheet
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Kansas: Updated Participation 
Guidelines
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Kansas: IEP File Review – Alternate 
Assessment Participation Monitoring, 
Criteria 1 & 2
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Kansas: IEP File Review – Alternate Assessment 
Participation Monitoring, Criteria 3 & 4
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Kansas: IEP File Review – Alternate Assessment 
Participation Monitoring, Scoring
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Kansas: DLM Test Observations – Purpose
● Observations provide anonymous information about how DLM testlets are 

delivered to help the consortium evaluate the process of administering 
assessments and to inform improvements. Data from test administration 
observations also provide evidence of validity for the assessment system.

● Intended to be non-judgmental – it is not a gotcha
● Provides opportunities to visit with the teachers administering the assessment 

and answer any questions they have. It also allows times for me to share 
information and resources they may not be familiar with.  

● Beginning in the fall 2023 – DLM test observations will include observing those 
teachers and students who had a high percentage of short duration testing
○ Purpose is to assist teachers in engaging the students in order to get more 

reliable and useful data on what the student knows and can do.
○ DLM research team has determined the amount of time that is not 

reasonable to complete a DLM testlet 
■ ELA – 60 seconds or less
■ Math – 30 seconds or less
■ Science – 30 seconds or less

● This is a testing irregularity that needs to be monitored and addressed by 
districts. 36
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Ohio’s Story
1. Special Education Profiles: The Special Education 

Profiles notify LEAs of their performance on the key 
indicators set forth by IDEA. 

2. Indicator 3b: Alternate Assessment Participation

3. Special Education Program Monitoring: Alternate 
Assessment Participation Monitoring Process

4. Tier 3 District: 3.5% Participation Rate in Ohio’s 
Alternate Assessment
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Ohio’s Story: Alternate Assessment 
and Addressing Disproportionality
Ohio monitors LEAs identified as a Tier 3 District for 
Indicator 3b in the release of the annual Special Education 
Profiles

Alternate Assessment Participation Monitoring 
Process:
1. Alternate Assessment Self-Review Summary Report
2. Alternate Assessment Improvement Plan
3. Improvement Plan (Implementation) Evidence
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Ohio’s Story: Alternate Assessment 
Self-Review Summary Report
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Ohio’s Story: Alternate Assessment 
Improvement Plan

40
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Arkansas: Tier One
● Part I: Evidence of Training

o Artifact(s) documenting topics covered in the training 
o Sign-in sheets

● Part II: Student List
o State ID Number
o Grade
o Eligibility Category

● Disproportionality Review
● Part III: Assurance Page
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Arkansas: Tier Two
● Part I: Evidence of Training

o Artifact(s) documenting topics covered in the training 
o Sign-in sheets

● Part II: Individual Student Information Sheet
o Eligibility Category
o Intellectual Functioning Data
o Adaptive Behavior Data

● Disproportionality Review
● Part III: Assurance Page
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Arkansas: Tier Three
● Part I: Evidence of Training

o Artifact(s) documenting topics covered in the training 
o Sign-in sheets

● Part II: Individual Student Information Sheet
o Eligibility Category
o Intellectual Functioning Data
o Adaptive Behavior Data

● Disproportionality Review
● Part III: Onsite Review
● Part IV: Assurance Page
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Questions?

44
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Thank you!


