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% A note About this Conference/Session

* The purpose of this conference /session is to
provide an opportunity for State education
agency (SEA) staff to interact and engage with
relevant experts and other SEA staff about
alternate assessment participation.

* The observations and opinions of the session
presenters are their own.
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b2 Eligibility for Participation Agenda

' 3:00-3:15 Introduction

3:15-3:40 NCEO Research on States’
Participation Guidelines

3:40-4:00 State Examples
4:00-4:15 Questions and Discussion
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@ Objectives
B~ e To learn results of NCEO research on
states’ participation guidelines

e [0 explore state participation guideline
examples
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Participation Criteria
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Factors Not to Be Considered

e Poor Performance (48 states)
e Chronic Absences (46 states)

e Social, Cultural, Linguistic or Economic Factors (46
states)

e Disability Label, Placement or Services (46 states)
e English learner status (42 states)

e Administrative decision (40 states)

e Foreseen disruptive behavior (38 states)
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State Definition Components:
Significant Cognitive Disability
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Example: State Definition Approaches

&/ Focus on specific characteristics

ldaho: The alternate assessment is intended for students with the most significant
cognitive disabilities. These students have intellectual functioning well below
average (typically associated with an IQ below 55) that exists concurrently with
impairments or deficits in adaptive functioning (i.e. communications, self-care, home
living, social/interpersonal skills, use of community resources, self-directions,
functional academic sKkills, work leisure, health and safety). The reference to
"typically associated with an IQ of below 55" is to help distinguish between students
with cognitive disabilities and significant cognitive disabilities from students with the
most significant cognitive disabilities. This means that many students with cognitive
disabilities will not qualify for the IAA. By default, they must take ISAT/PSAE with or
without accommodations. The inclusion of the words "typically associated with"
allows for some district/school flexibility. It is by no means an absolute requirement.
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Example: State Definition Approaches
Holistic approach

California: Review of the student’s school records
Indicates a disability or multiple disabilities that
significantly impact intellectual functioning and adaptive
behavior essential for a person to live independently and
to function safely in daily life. Having a significant
cognitive disability is not determined by an IQ test score;
rather, a holistic understanding of the student is
required...

(Continues with discussion of conceptual skills, social skills, and
practical skills)
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State Examples




have a current
IEP?
e Review the

student’s IDEA
category
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Ohio Part A: Determining Initial Eligibility

e Does the student

EachChildOurFuture

Ohio’s Alternate Assessment
Participation Decision-Making Tool

Student:

Grade: Date:

Part A — Determining Initial Eligibility
Directions: Complete the first two questions to determine if the student may be eligible for participation in the

altemate assessment.

1. Does the student have a current individualized education program (IEP)?

assessment.

3 No, the student does not have an IEP.

Stop here. The student is not eligible for alternate

2. Review the student's Individuals with Disabilitie

O Yes, the student has a current IEP.

@

Proceed to the next statement.

Student meets state eligibility
criteria under the following disability
category designations:
O Specific Learning Disability
Q Speech or Language
Impairment (only)

a

Stop here. The student is not
eligible for participation in the
alternate assessment.

Student meets state eligibility
criteria under the following disability
category designations:

 Deafness/Hearing

Impairment

O Emotional Disturbance

Q Orthopedic Impairment

O Other Health Impairment

Q Visual Impairment

A student identified with these
disability categories very rarely will
be a student with a most significant
cognitive disability and therefore
rarely, if ever, qualify for the
alternate assessment.

19

criteria under the following disability
category designations:

O Autism

O Deaf-Blindness

O Intellectual Disability

O Muitiple Disabilities

O Traumatic Brain Injury

A student with any of these
disabilities may have a cognitive
disability. However, fewer than half
the students in these categories
may have a most significant
cognitive disability that would
qualify them for the alternate

assessment.
=
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'@, Ohio Part B: Determining Most
=" Significant Cognitive Disability

Conceptual

Significant deficits in all three

adaptive behavior domains Social

Practical
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Ohio Part B: Determining Most
Significant Cognitive Disability

Conceptual Domain

The Conceptual Domain covers skills that are needed to communicate, apply academic skills, and manage and

accomplish tasks.

Column 1 Column 2 Column 3 Column 4
a a Q a
The student is on grade The student has difficulty | The student has difficulty | The student has
level academically in all learning academic learning grade-level significant difficulty with

content areas, and

The student has age-
appropriate receptive and
expressive
communication skills,
including conversation
skills (verbally or through
a communication device),
and

The student expresses
and makes independent
choices, exhibits self-
control and takes
responsibility for choices
at an age-appropriate
level.

content aligned to Ohio’s
Learning Standards but is
making progress with
appropriate supports and
interventions as specified
in the IEP, and

After learning new
content, the student may
need additional practice
with direct instruction to
generalize the new skills
into daily livihg activities,
and

The student has some
age-appropriate receptive
and expressive
communication skills
(verbally or through a
communication device),

academic content across
all subject areas and may
require multiple tiers of
intervention,
accommodations or
modifications, and

The student may need
instruction aligned to
Ohio’s Learning
Standards — Extended to
build base skills to get
back to grade level, and

The student may struggle
to generalize skills
outside the classroom,
even with assistance and
practice, and

The student has difficultv

learning academic
content and may require
instruction that is
designed by clustering
grade-level standards into
life-applied units of study
with intensive
accommodations for
access, and

The student requires
significantly modified
curriculum and instruction
using Ohio’s Learning
Standards — Extended
and likely is unable to
apply or generalize skills
outside the classroom
setting, and

The student mav be
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Ohio Part B: Determining Most
Significant Cognitive Disability

Social Domain

The Social Domain covers behaviors needed to engage in interpersonal interactions, act with social responsibility and use
leisure time. This includes social competence, self-esteem, gullibility, naiveté (wariness), social problem-solving, following
rules/obeying laws and avoiding being victimized.

Column 1

Column 2

Column 3

Column 4

a

a

a

a

The student displays age-
appropriate social,
communication and
leisure skills, and

The student can initiate
and maintain friendships,
express and recognize
emotions with peers who
are the same age, and

The student engages in
play and recreational
activities without
additional support.

The student may have
difficulty with social
interactions (for example,
may misinterpret peers’
social cues or others may
consider the student’s
actions as immature),
and

The student’s
communication, language
and conversation skills
are more concrete or
immature than peers who
are the same age, and

The student may have
challenges in regulating
emotion and behavior in
an age-appropriate
manner, and these
challenges may be

The student has social,
behavior and
communication skills
markedly different from
peers who are the same
age, and

The student js_able_to be
understood but uses a
mode for communication
that is much less complex
than peers who are the
same age, and

The student may use
behaviors to
communicate, and

The student may not
perceive or interpret
social cues accurately,
and

The student often needs

The student often uses
behaviors to
communicate, and

The student’s
communication skills are
very limited in terms of
vocabulary and grammar,
and

The student may be in
the process of developing
a mode of
communication, may be
described as nonverbal or
uses very limited non-
symbolic communication,
and

The student requires
significant adult
assistance to
communicate with peers

ol A - |
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Ohio Part B: Determining Most
Significant Cognitive Disability

Practical Domain

The Practical Domain covers behaviors needed to address personal and health needs; take care of home, classroom or
work settings; and function in a school or community.

Column 1

Column 2

Column 3

Column 4

a

a

a

Q

The student js_able to
follow safety rules and
functions in the
community and
classroom setting
similarly to peers who are
the same age, and

The student
independently performs
self-care activities such
as eating, dressing and
taking care of personal
hygiene.

The student often
functions age-
appropriately in personal
care daily living activities
and using community
resources, and

The student displays
recreational skills typically
on the same level as
peers, although some
additional support may be
needed, and

The student may need
support in navigating the
school and community
and may need reminders
about being mindful of
safety hazards.

The student may need
support to care for
personal needs (for
example, eating,
dressing, toileting needs),
may have needed an
extended period of
explicit teaching in these
areas and may require
prompting or cues, and

The student often
requires additional
support and learning
opportunities for
recreational skills, and

The student requires
intensive support to
safely navigate the school

The student requires
significant support and
direct instruction across
all activities of daily living
(meals, dressing, bathing,
toileting needs) or may be
dependent on others for
all aspects of physical
care, health and safety,
and

The student requires
intensive teaching and
ongoing support for
recreational and
navigation skills, not
because of physical
ability but because of
significant cognitive
needs. The student
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Ohio Part C: Determining Extensive,
Direct, Individualized Instruction and
Substantial Supports

Curriculum, Instruction and Assessment

Accommodations/Modifications

Assistive Technology
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KANSAS ALTERNATE ASSESSMENT FLOW CHART

@ Does the student have a current _m
Individualized Education Plan (IEP)?

Is the student’s inability to participate in the regular assessment primarily

the result of a most significant cognitive disability and NOT excessive

absences; visual or auditory disabilities; expected poor performance on

general assessment need for accommodations; or social, cultural, language
or economic differences?

Does cognitive assessment data support a most significant cognitive
disability? Typically functioning 2% or more Standard Deviations (SD)
below the mean.

Does adaptive assessment data support a most significant deficit in
adaptive behavior? Typically functioning 2% or more SD below the mean.

Would the student be appropriately challenged by goals and instruction
linked to the enrolled grade-level Essential Elements and address knowledge
and skills that are appropriate and challenging for himvher?

Does the student require extensive, repeated, individualized instruction
and support that isn't of a temporary or transient nature?

Does the student use substantially adapted materials and individualized
methods of accessing information in alternative ways to acquire, maintain,
generalize, demonstrate and transfer skills across multiple settings?

St!.ldent may Student may participate in general
participate in the statewide assessment based on
Kansas Alternate IEP/504 team decisions, but not the

Assessment. Kansas Alternate Assessment.

For more information, contact:
Kansas State Department of Education

S
Cary Rogers KANSAS ' 900 SW. Jackson Serees

Education Program Consultant STATE DEPARTMENT OF Topeka, Kansas 66612

\R
Special Education and Title Services EDUCATION wrwksde arg

Kansas leads the world in the success of each student
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Updating Arkansas’s Participation
Guidelines

e Arkansas Advisory Council for the Education of Children with
Disabilities’ recommendation

e Stakeholder review of state participation guidelines

e Stakeholder recommendations for updating Arkansas participation
guidelines

e ADE Approval
e Students with the Most Significant Cognitive Disabilities

e Training

o Regional Educational Service Cooperatives
o Recorded Training
o Virtual Trainings
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uestions?
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Thank you!
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