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A note About this Conference/Session
• The purpose of this conference/session is to 

provide an opportunity for State education 
agency (SEA) staff to interact and engage with 
relevant experts and other SEA staff about 
alternate assessment participation.

• The observations and opinions of the session  
presenters are their own.
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Eligibility for Participation Agenda
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3:00-3:15 
3:15-3:40 

3:40-4:00
4:00-4:15

Introduction
NCEO Research on States’ 
Participation Guidelines
State Examples
Questions and Discussion
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Objectives
● To learn results of NCEO research on 

states’ participation guidelines
● To explore state participation guideline 

examples

5



U.S. Department of Education 2023 State Assessment ConferenceSession 2B: Eligibility for Participation, September 26, 20236

Participation Guidelines
2021-22 Participation Guidelines 
and Definitions for Alternate 
Assessments Based on Alternate 
Academic Achievement 
Standards (Report 440)
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https://nceo.umn.edu/docs/OnlinePubs/NCEOReport440.pdf
https://nceo.umn.edu/docs/OnlinePubs/NCEOReport440.pdf
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Participation Criteria Format
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Participation Criteria
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Factors Not to Be Considered
● Poor Performance (48 states)
● Chronic Absences (46 states)
● Social, Cultural, Linguistic or Economic Factors (46 

states)
● Disability Label, Placement or Services (46 states)
● English learner status (42 states)
● Administrative decision (40 states)
● Foreseen disruptive behavior (38 states)
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Parent Informed
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State Definition Components: 
Significant Cognitive Disability
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Example: State Definition Approaches 
Focus on specific characteristics
Idaho: The alternate assessment is intended for students with the most significant 
cognitive disabilities. These students have intellectual functioning well below 
average (typically associated with an IQ below 55) that exists concurrently with 
impairments or deficits in adaptive functioning (i.e. communications, self-care, home 
living, social/interpersonal skills, use of community resources, self-directions, 
functional academic skills, work leisure, health and safety). The reference to 
"typically associated with an IQ of below 55" is to help distinguish between students 
with cognitive disabilities and significant cognitive disabilities from students with the 
most significant cognitive disabilities. This means that many students with cognitive 
disabilities will not qualify for the IAA. By default, they must take ISAT/PSAE with or 
without accommodations. The inclusion of the words "typically associated with" 
allows for some district/school flexibility. It is by no means an absolute requirement.
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Example: State Definition Approaches 
Holistic approach
California: Review of the student’s school records 
indicates a disability or multiple disabilities that 
significantly impact intellectual functioning and adaptive 
behavior essential for a person to live independently and 
to function safely in daily life. Having a significant 
cognitive disability is not determined by an IQ test score; 
rather, a holistic understanding of the student is 
required…
(Continues with discussion of conceptual skills, social skills, and 
practical skills) 
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State Examples
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Ohio Part A: Determining Initial Eligibility

● Does the student 
have a current 
IEP?

● Review the 
student’s IDEA 
category
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Ohio Part B: Determining Most 
Significant Cognitive Disability
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Ohio Part B: Determining Most 
Significant Cognitive Disability
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Ohio Part B: Determining Most 
Significant Cognitive Disability
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Ohio Part B: Determining Most 
Significant Cognitive Disability
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Ohio Part C: Determining Extensive, 
Direct, Individualized Instruction and 
Substantial Supports
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Kansas Flowchart
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Kansas Rubric
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Kansas Rubric cont.
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Updating Arkansas’s Participation 
Guidelines
● Arkansas Advisory Council for the Education of Children with 

Disabilities’ recommendation
● Stakeholder review of state participation guidelines
● Stakeholder recommendations for updating Arkansas participation 

guidelines
● ADE Approval
● Students with the Most Significant Cognitive Disabilities
● Training

○ Regional Educational Service Cooperatives
○ Recorded Training
○ Virtual Trainings
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https://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/admin/Files/Alt_Criteria_-_August_2023_SPED.pdf
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Questions?
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Thank you!
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